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Nationally renown speaker hosts workshop
Katie Dial • guest writer
“As an engineer, you need to know
there are these soft skills, these professional skills, and that you need to be able
to use them, you need to be comfortable
with them.” This advice comes from Carl
Selinger, the speaker at a seminar, “Stuff
You Don’t Learn in Engineering School,”
hosted Saturday by the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME).
The goal of this seminar was “to acquaint
engineers with real-world issues to motivate them to build their strengths and
target areas to develop, and to make
them more effective and happier in their
professional and personal lives.” These
soft skills include reading, writing, communication skills, being decisive, parliamentary procedures, teamwork, time
management, and interpersonal communication skills.
Carl Selinger has been working as
an engineer for forty years, mainly in
aviation and transportation. He earned
degrees in civil and transportation engineering from several institutions, including The Cooper Union. He worked
for The Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey for thirty-one years, managing projects such as prepaid phone
cards and the express bus lane through
the Lincoln tunnel, which sees more
than 60,000 vehicles a day. He also has
immense teaching experience, having
taught classes at The Cooper Union, Pace

University, New Jersey Institute of Technology, City University of New York,
and having mentored students through
the Women’s Transportation Seminar,
where he was awarded “Member of the
Year” in 1998. He’s been travelling and
giving seminars on his book for well over
fifteen years, and is now an internationally published author as well as a highly
experienced engineer.
When asked what inspired him to write
his book, he said it was a seminar on negotiating, his self-proclaimed biggest fear
at the time. “I had about twenty-five years’
experience, I was a manager, [and] I was
successful. But I knew that I didn’t know
how to do certain things.”
“When I was told I needed to negotiate contracts, I was terrified. Then I attended this seminar on negotiating, and
the guy speaking really caught my attention and got me thinking. I got out a
piece of paper and started writing down
everything I could think of that I hadn’t
learned in engineering school. And this
got me thinking about the way I teach
my class. I teach senior civil engineers at
Cooper Union. But I teach it as if it were
a consulting firm. And I started salting in
a few things into my course.”
Selinger had long been dissatisfied with
his work at The Port Authority, and redesigned his career in 1999, going from
working for a company of roughly 8,000
people to working for himself. Now he’s
self-employed, and when asked how it

Carl Selinger speaks with Rose students about his experience and
knowledge in the professional engineering world.
Matt Vargo • The Rose Thorn
feels to be his own boss, he replied “I can’t
describe it. Most of the things I talk about
[in the seminar] are things that allowed
me to do this, to be my own boss. If I
didn’t do these things, I’d still be at a desk,
back at the Port Authority.”

Selinger’s “Bottom Line for Engineers”
is this: “Employers expect you to know
the technical stuff. Your abilities in the
soft, nontechnical skills will be discriminators in getting hired, retained, and
promoted.”

Pike competition draws in community
Ranjana Chandramouli
staff writer

The Terre Haute Fire Departmant pulls a fire truck
during Pike’s annual Fire Truck Pull.
Chad Conway • Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity

On Saturday, April 20th, the third annual Pike Fire Truck Pull was hosted by chapters of Pi Kappa Alpha from Rose-Hulman
Institute of Technology and Indiana State
University to benefit Special Olympics
Indiana. On a breezy, warm spring day,
about 160 people in the form of 20 teams
of eight people each attempted to pull a
fire truck 100 feet in the fastest time out
of two tries in front of an audience of over
500 people at the ISU Recreation Center.
Members of Greek organizations, faculty,
and members of Terre Haute community
all came out to support this cause. Chad
Conway, a junior mechanical engineering
major in charge of chairing the Pike Fire
Truck Pull, thanked Terre Haute Fire Department for helping host the event (and
donating the fire truck to be pulled) as well
as Mix 100.7 FM for providing the music
throughout the 3 hour event.

The winners of the Pike Fire Truck Pull
were members of the Union Hospital Fitness Center, who managed to pull the fire
truck 100 feet in just 17.7 seconds, beating
out even the members of the Terre Haute
Fire Department team, who had a best
time of 18.7 seconds. The Rose chapter of
Delta Sigma Phi won the college division
with a time of 17.9 seconds, while the ladies of Gamma Phi Beta of ISU won the
women’s division. Fraternities and sororities from both universities as well as faculty members from Rose-Hulman helped
the brothers of the Iota Delta and Theta
Omicron chapters of Pi Kappa Alpha
raise over $4,000 to donate to the Special
Olympics Indiana, their fraternity’s philanthropic organization – a nearly 100%
increase from their efforts just one year
ago. Special Olympics Indiana is a nonprofit organization which reaches over
10,000 athletes in the state and provides
opportunities to compete in over 20 different types of sports.
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Correction
In the Issue 20 story “Faculty panel discusses Japanese crisis,” Dr. Patricia Brackin was
poorly quoted. Her remarks on designing a nuclear power plant to withstand an earthquake
followed by a tsunami noted that while it would be easy to think that planning for such an
event was “dumb and stupid,” in reality engineers must anticipate the consequences of combined events.

Get a sneak peek
on each week’s issue before it’s
even been printed!
Follow
The Rose Thorn
on Twitter:
http://twitter.
com/
TheRoseThorn

The Rose Thorn

“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by providing an accurate and dependable source for news and information.”

Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
Tim Ekl • emeritus
Scott Gallmeier • emeritus
Sean Gorsky • news
Marcus Willerscheidt • entertainment
Colin DeClue • emeritus
Melissa Schwenk • living
Emily Asman • opinions
Carly Baehr • emeritus
Kurtis Zimmerman • sports
Tim Boyer • emeritus
Noël Spurgeon • flipside
Richard Thai, Stephen Mayhew • copy
Tim Ekl • photo
The Rose Thorn is a weekly publication produced by the members of the community of
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology published on Fridays first through ninth week
each quarter. All students, faculty, and staff
are welcome to attend weekly meetings, held
at 5:15pm on Wednesdays in Olin Hall. We
also welcome and encourage all community
members to submit articles, photographs, car-

CM 5037, 5500 Wabash Ave.
Terre Haute, IN 47803-3999
Phone:(812) 877-8255
Fax: (812) 877-8166
thorn@rose-hulman.edu
http://thorn.rose-hulman.edu

Eli Baca • writer
Mitchell Ishmael • writer
John Lawrence • writer
Stephen Mayhew • writer
Matt Melton • writer
Bennie Waters • writer
Hobey Tam • writer

Andrew Klusman • business
Kurtis Zimmerman • web
Richard House • adviser

Rose Brewer • puzzles
Matt Vargo • photographer
Carly Baehr • cartoonist

toons, and letters to the editor for publication.
We request that all letters to the editor be less
than 600 words in length, and the deadline for
content submission is 5:00 p.m. two days prior to
publication. The editors reserve the right to edit
submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and factual errors, while preserving the original intent of
the submission. The editors reserve the right to

accept content changes submitted after deadline.
All submissions must contain the writer’s signature (electronic form is acceptable) and contact
information. The editors reserve the right to reject submissions deemed inappropriate for print.
All content should be submitted to thorn@
rose-hulman.edu or to the office of The Rose
Thorn in Hulman Memorial Union room 249.

Material submitted for use in the print edition may also be included in the online edition located at http://thorn.rose-hulman.edu.
The views expressed in The Rose Thorn are those
of their respective authors and, with the exception
of the weekly Staff View published in the Opinions section, do not necessarily represent the views
of the staff or the Rose-Hulman community.
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News Briefs

By Alex Mullans

Facebook launches Open Compute Project
As the end result of Facebook’s drive to create a more power-efficient data center, the
new Open Compute Project will function as an open-source project to determine ever better data center
designs and specifications. The project resulted from a year’s worth of work by Facebook as it designed
a new data center in Pineville, Ore.; those designs use 38 percent less energy than Facebook’s other
data centers and also cost 24 percent less to create and maintain. Both the Internet community and
Facebook will benefit from the project if all goes according to plan, as everyone will have access to any
improved designs that come out of the project. Facebook’s director of hardware design said that “Being
able to design more efficient servers… is a big part of being able to build the things we build.”

Southwest copes with fuselage problems
Southwest Airlines grounded 79 of its older Boeing 737-series aircraft after a small section of one
such plane’s roof peeled back in midair, causing the cabin to depressurize. Boeing has worked to create
repair procedures for all airlines using older versions of the aircraft after the Federal Aviation AdminisThe Rose Thorn spoke with President Branam tration ordered detailed inspections on certain models. Southwest, which owns more than 540 planes,
about plans for a new on-campus residence. has said that it is still able to operate its normal weekday schedule of around 3,400 flights. The 5 planes
Rose-Hulman Modulus in its fleet that required repair are expected to fly again by Saturday.

Branam discusses new dorm
Tim Ekl • staff writer
As the housing process gets underway in the next several weeks,
students will once again be faced
with the yearly lottery to determine
building assignments. And though
best efforts will be made to house
everyone who requests on-campus
placement, making it into the Apartments or Percopo is less certain.
That may all change in the fall of
2012, when a new dormitory is expected to open on campus.
“We are pursuing a new residence
hall,” Matt Branam, Rose-Hulman

president, said. “We are in the process of deciding scale. We think the
quality of education and student life
is higher when we can provide housing on campus.”
The new building – planned to be
apartment-style and targeted at upperclassmen – is motivated primarily by demand. At present, the residence halls have space for roughly
1,100 students to live on campus;
the rest make other arrangements
at nearby housing or apartment
complexes.
Despite the still-recovering economy, Branam is confident about the

Institute’s financial future and ability to finance the new building, even
on an aggressive schedule.
“Residence halls are like miniature apartment buildings, and we
have the capacity to borrow money
at low rates for a long time,” explained Branam, “We will effectively
have a mortgage on the hall. We will
seek to have someone underwrite it,
but that is not a requisite.”
Rose-Hulman funding is solid in
other areas as well. The Institute’s
endowment has increased by approximately $30 million over the
past several months, and gifts to the

Institute of less than $1,000 have
been up, both in number and average amount.
“Our cash flow is strong,” Branam
revealed. “Generally, the Institute is
in a good position financially. “
Between the improved financial
situation and the expansion of oncampus housing, Branam is confident about the Institute’s future
and continued competitiveness saying, “We are really very actively optimizing what we have at Rose-Hulman so we can have the maximum
impact for students and the world
our students are going to go into.”

College Grad Rebate Program

What’s happening?

RT@TOYOTA: COLLEGE GRADS SAVE $1K!

Send

OUR COLLEGE GRADUATE PROGRAM1 INCLUDES:
• $1000 rebate on any new Toyota Camry (excludes
Hybrid model), Corolla, Matrix, RAV4, Tacoma, or
Yaris when financing or leasing through your
dealer and Toyota Financial Services.

• No money down and no monthly payments
for first 90 days on select finance programs.
• Competitive APRs and lease terms on
Toyota vehicles.

Visit toyotafinancial.com/collegerebate
or contact your Toyota dealer for more information.

1

Rebate offered by Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. Rebate will be applied on lease contracts, first toward the amounts due at lease signing or delivery, with any remainder to the capitalized cost reduction or toward the down payment on finance contracts. One rebate per
finance or lease transaction. Rebate available on lease or finance contracts executed through January 3, 2012. Rebate only available on the select new untitled Toyota models described above. College Graduate Program is subject to change or termination at any time.
Some restrictions apply. Program may not be available in all states. On approved credit through your participating Toyota dealer and Toyota Financial Services. Not all applicants will qualify. On eligible finance contracts with terms up to 60 months, first payment may be
deferred for first 90 days on eligible new and current year used Toyota vehicles; finance charges accrue from contract date. Deferred first payment not available in PA or in connection with the preferred option finance plan. See Toyota dealer for details.
Toyota Financial Services is a service mark of Toyota Motor Credit Corporation.
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4

Green Lantern: Secret Origin revamps comic

Eli Baca • staff writer
With another summer of Comic Book Heroes taking up the big
screen, most fans ask, “Which
story will they tell?” For Green
Lantern, the movie is supposed to
be somewhat of an Origin story—
no Parallax, no Blackest Night, no
multi-colored rings—so which of
the many origin stories will they
choose? The money better be on
Geoff Johns’ Secret Origin as it is
getting re-released in April with
a special introduction from the
man bringing Hal Jordan to life:
Ryan Reynolds. And if the movie
follows any part of Secret Origin,
it will be epic.
In October 2004, DC writer
Geoff Johns took over writing duties for Green Lantern and basically retconned the entire series.
Then in 2008, he decided to create his own origin for Hal Jordan

to better fit with this modern
Green Lantern series, and boy
was it a huge success.
Secret Origin brings Hal Jordan back to the cockpit and all
of those old faces back to the
forefront. We get to see pre-Star
Sapphire Carol Ferris, pre-Sinestro Corps Sinestro, and little ole
Tom the plane mechanic. Johns
brings these characters back in
the midst of dark times for the
Green Lantern series, and it was
a well-needed breath from the
many arcs going on around DC
and the Corps.
Johns shows the loneliness felt
by both Carol and Hal, and even
has them flirting a bit. Then Johns
gets Sinestro and Hal together for
the first time with Sinestro being
the true Great One of the Corps
and Hal being his Corps-mate.
The characters are explored very
deeply to show, not just where

Hal Jordan originated from, but
where Carol, Sinestro, and even
Hector Hammond came from.
These characters have taken different twists and turns since this
Secret Origin, so the tale is a very
interesting one to see. Johns
knows where the characters are
and chooses to start them off at
these very different points to really show the changes that have
been going on in the series. It’s
a much better origin story than
most heroes get, and it sits well
in the current context of Green
Lantern.
Ivan Reis has been Johns’ goto artist for the Green Lantern
series, and he’s the guy that really
brings Green Lantern to life. He
did excellent work in both Blackest Night and Brightest Day, and
really needs to stay on as a DC
Great in the Art Dept. Reis does
very well with both the fantas-

tic constructs and world of the
Green Lanterns while still making the somewhat down-to-Earth
feel of the characters real. The
fear is real in Abin Sur’s eyes, and
the grotesque Hector Hammond
is even scarier here. Reis hits the
mark, and his best pages are the
two-page spreads that will one
day be legendary but for now are
just amazing.
Green Lantern: Secret Origin
is one of the best origin stories to
date. It re-creates Hal Jordan and
others, and does so in fantastic
fashion. The story is on par with
Johns’ previous work, and the
art of Reis never misses. All in all,
it’s a great story for those starting out, like Ryan Reynolds, or
for longtime Green Lantern fans
looking for a fun novel—there’s
something in it for everyone. Be
sure to catch the re-release of this
great book on April 12, and then,
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just two months later, Green Lantern finally comes to life on the
big screen.
Review rating: 5 elephants

3DS without glasses
Ben McNees • monkey writer
Some 5 years since their last
album, The Strokes are making a
comeback in all the right ways. In
January 2006, First Impressions
of Earth was released to many
mixed opinions, regardless of its
chart-topping success. In early
2007, the band stated they would
be taking an extensive break after
their last US tour. Now, inspired
by various bands like MGMT,
Arctic Monkeys, and Crystal Castles, their new album Angles is
hitting all the right chords.
The Strokes’ new sound is
something to be excited about.
Julian Casablancas has the perfect Indie-Punk vocals to complement any musical track laid down
by the rest of the band. The album
makes an entrance with “Machu
Picchu” and the single “Under
Cover of Darkness,” and this time
around, the band isn’t afraid to
try breaking out of the borders
defined from previous albums.
These first two songs hold more
of an upbeat, reminiscent tone,
but things are brought down a bit
as progression takes course over

the rest of the album.
One of the most interesting
tracks on Angles is “You’re So
Right;” it walks into the room,
slaps you in the face with some
Radiohead-esque vocals and instrumentals, and decides to give
you a bit of a taste of “Juicebox” in
there as well. “Games” is another
song that happens to give you
the feeling that you’re not quite
listening to the same Strokes; it
brings in a heavy harmonic synthesizer track, present throughout the song, all while a guitar
track that reminds one of Ratatat
complements everything else. All
the new and old sounds that the
band introduces in Angles comes
to an end with “Life is Simple in
the Moonlight,” a slightly more
mellow track with the same old
sound we know and love.
Suggested Tracks: Machu Picchu, You’re So right, Games, Metabolism
Review rating: 4 elephants

Colin DeClue
entertainment editor emeritus
Last month, on March
27th, Nintendo released the
3DS to much hype. If you
haven’t heard, this is the device which allows you to view
3D content without 3D glasses. The successor to the Nintendo DS (and DSLite and
DSi), the 3DS continues the
trend of backwards compatibility and still plays regular
DS games.
Like any new technology,
the 3DS comes with concerns. Some worried that the
form of glasses-free 3D utilized by the 3DS would cause
eye strain. Another concern,
which turns out to be quite
valid, is that the 3D may
cause permanent eye damage. As it turns out, Nintendo
themselves is saying that the
3DS should not be used by
children aged 7 or under, as
it may damage their ability to
gain proper depth perception
clues.
At its core, a game system

is nothing without games,
and so we must consider the
games available for the 3DS.
Gamers were wowed with
Zelda Ocarina of Time 3D
and Kid Icarus: Uprising, but
those games aren’t out yet.
Perhaps the best game available currently for the 3DS is
the Augmented Reality set of
games which comes with the
system. It includes a set of
cards which allows the 3DS to
use its set of two back-facing
cameras to add effects to the
world around you. This does
well to impress other people
around you, but it doesn’t
create a lasting gaming experience. The actual launch titles have been rather sparse,
only including a few games
that seemed worth getting.
As such, I’ve spent most of
my time using my 3DS to play
DS games, such as Pokémon
White.
Nintendo is emphasizing
the social aspect of gaming.
Like the Wii, the 3DS can be
used to create Mii characters,
a playful sort of avatar meant

to represent real people. Unlike the Wii, the 3DS can use
its front facing camera to auto-generate a Mii character,
though the results are often
somewhat generic. However,
I also suspect that, like Miis
on the Wii, the novelty of this
feature will wear out somewhat quickly.
In all, the 3DS is an impressive bit of technology.
Its excellent implementation
of glasses-less 3D is enticing,
and the backwards compatibility ensures a large library
of available titles. Some
things, such as the 3 hour
battery life, the $250 price
point, and the lack of launch
3DS games, point to waiting
until another model before
purchasing. So, unless you’re
a gotta-have-it-first gadgetphile such as me, odds are
this isn’t the time for you.
Review rating: 4 elephants

Source Code could have been great

Jason Block • guest writer

Source Code was almost a great
film. While that sounds like a
snide remark, it’s a lot better than
what we can say about most films
currently in wide release. The less
you know about this movie before walking in, the better off you
are.
Here’s a short rundown: Jake
Gyllenhaal plays a helicopter pilot in Afghanistan who wakes up
on a train in suburban Chicago.
Eight minutes later, the train explodes, and upon his apparent
death he awakens inside of a capsule. A mysterious woman (Vera
Farmiga) shows up on a video
display and tells him that he has
to relive the eight minutes before
the explosion until he finds the
bomber.

If it sounds preposterous and
contrived, it is. It doesn’t help that
characters constantly blurt out
terms like “quantum mechanics”
and “parabolic calculus” in hopes
of creating the illusion of scientific truth. Before you get all riled up
and start hating on the movie just
because the premise is silly, just
remember: it’s only a movie. It’s
an action movie, they’re allowed
to do this. (Don’t forget that in
three months, you’re going to pay
to see a movie about giant fighting robots. You can get all high
and mighty and say “oh, it’s going
to suck. I won’t see it,” but I guarantee it, you will).
But if there is one thing that the
director did well, it’s that he set
up an atmosphere that allows for
this preposterous storyline to be
extremely palatable. The music is

typical and familiar, yet surprisingly forceful and percussive. The
cinematography is bright, colorful, and inviting (the opposite of
director Duncan Jones’ previous
film, “Moon”). Most importantly,
the characters are well-rounded
and easy to like, but the acting
isn’t canned or cliché. Nothing is
extraneous, plot holes (if any) are
intentional, and the movie never
forgets to put aside the drama
and have a little fun.
Though that’s not to say that
there isn’t meat on the bones,
Source Code meddles with some
very heavy psychological and political issues amidst all of the action though I’d spoil the whole
movie if I went through any of
them here. Just know that characters don’t speak drivel, and that
there is subtext behind what they

buster movies nowadays don’t
even do this much.
So go see Source Code. There’s
not really much else out there
that’s worth your money, and you
have to be a cold-hearted rock to
walk out without feeling the least
bit entertained. Could this movie
have been a little more avantgarde and a little less Hollywood?
Yes, but so could most other
movies. Support a big-budget action film that has the courage and
soul of an independent, psychothriller. Who knows, you might
even enjoy it a little.

thefilmstage.com

say and motivations that drive
how they behave. It might not
seem like a good idea to praise
a film for following the rules of
storytelling 101, but most block-

Review rating: 4 elephants
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Looking fly on the cheap

Morgan Lopez • guest writer
What are you wearing to
your next project presentation? What about that job
interview, and the first day
of work? The same old black
dress pants and white buttondown won’t cut it for formal
dances, conferences, and all
the other times you want to
look sharp. New clothes can
be expensive, but they don’t
have to be. Shopping resale
as opposed to retail can save
you your precious work study
money, as well as keep you
looking (and possibly feeling)
your best for any occasion
from formals to Flannel Friday. The wise consumer can
land name-brand clothing for
dimes on the dollar of what
they would cost at the mall.
Goodwill is a good place to
start.
If you have the time and
patience to sift through what
is 98% double-plus-size and
fashionably tragic, you can
find a few real gems. The prices are unbeatable; a cool pair
of sneakers will run you about
$4, and the softest of beautiful
angora sweaters can be excavated from a sea of pilled wool
for roughly the same price.
Pristine purses are only $35, and are often particularly

unique and stylish. Men’s ties
and belts are a steal and can be
bought with the change under
your car seat ($0.50-$1). For
those who don’t have the time
or patience for gleaning fashion from the haphazard closet
castoffs of Terre Haute, (not to
mention that Grandma’s attic
smell) there’s always Plato’s
Closet.
Plato’s Closet buys clothing
of only particular name brands
and designers. Their inventory changes daily, doesn’t smell
funny, and unlike the goods at
Goodwill, undergoes a screening process so that badly damaged items don’t make it to the
racks. Plato’s closet has some
really cool clothes for guys as
well as girls. They also have
unique shoes, and accessories like sunglasses and belts.
Plato’s closet is not quite as
cheap as Goodwill, but can
still be quite a bargain. Girls’
tank tops and t-shirts run at
anywhere from $3 to $10,
depending on the brand and
quality of the article. Dress
pants and jeans (for guys and
girls) cost about $15-50 on
average. Most dress shirts
cost less than $35, and many
are under $15. If you already
have brand- name clothes, you
can sell them to Plato’s closet
for cash or store credit. They

7

$ 99
large

won’t pay you what you paid
for that polo shirt you never
wear, but you can trade it in
for a few bucks off a sweet new
pair of kicks.
For those who prefer cheap
clothes that haven’t been preworn, there is always WalMart. There is almost always
a display of ladies’ undershirts
for $8. These are perfect for
when you need a tank top of
a particular color to match a
button-down, but aren’t incredibly particular about the
cut (garment shape) itself.
Guys can find packs of undershirts for $5.89. Seriously,
guys, you may not think you
need an undershirt, but it is far
more comfortable and far less
sweaty to wear a dress shirt if
you do. Wal-Mart sometimes
carries dress pants, but selection is much more limited
than at a clothing store. Terre
Haute isn’t known for its elaborate shopping districts, but
you can still look like a million
bucks while happily pinching
your precious pennies. So next
time you find yourself standing in front of your closet with
the same look you give your
professors when they call on
you in class, grab a few bucks
and try resale. It’s like sustainability for your wallet and your
closet.

Sweater: Old Fashion Angora cardigan with Rose Print, $4.99 at Goodwill. Tank top: l.e.i. Brown cotton support tank with faux undershirt, $7.99
at Wal-Mart. Pants: Banana Republic Brown corduroy boot cut pants.
$10.00 at Plato’s Closet. Taxes not included.
Morgan Lopez / The Rose Thorn

Celebrate!

National Library Week

@ Logan Library

Store Hours

Monday - Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 a.m.
Thursday - Saturday: 9.a.m. - 2 a.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 12 a.m.

(812) 232-7272

30 things,
part two
Stephen Mayhew • staff writer
This week concludes our two-part series, “30 things you should do before
you graduate from Rose.”
This list is not exhaustive; for the most
part, it is more “the bare essentials.”
You can figure out more activities to
add, but don’t miss the obvious ones!

pizza

1234 Wabash Avenue

5

http://www.rose-hulman.edu/Library/nationallibraryweek.htm

Story Telling and Remembrances
@ Rose-Hulman
April 14th in the Logan Library
Party Starts at 3:00 PM
First 45 attendees receive a free gift!

CONTEST!!
Follow the QR Code or URL above for
A Chance to win a free NOOK!

• Walk across both of the lakes when
frozen
• Swim in Speed Lake (at your own
risk, of course!)
• Tutor a fellow student, preferably
someone below your class
• Learn the name of at least one professor in each department
• Take a core class from a major not
your own
• Visit the Learning Center, learn what
times of the day and week they have the
best candy
• Win a Learning Center raffle
• Dress up for class just because
• Contribute a wacky-prof quote to the
Thorn
• Walk/ride/skate on the Heritage
Trail
• Visit Deming Park and Hawthorn
Park
• Participate in a community service
event
• Lead an admissions tour (they always need tour guides!)
• Get to know someone on the custodial staff
• Do every one of your course evaluations one quarter

6
Opinions
Issue 22
Women’s reproductive rights The other side of the desk
Health care... there when you need it?
once again under attack
Carly Baehr • opinions editor emeritus
A recent Texas law requires a woman
who wants an abortion to get an ultrasound and listen to the fetus’s heartbeat.
Another bill in South Dakota forces women to get counseling from a pro-life organization to discourage her from getting an
abortion. And in Congress, a war is being
fought over public funding for Planned
Parenthood.
All over the country, lawmakers are
slowly chipping away at women’s reproductive rights and our freedom to make
medical decisions for ourselves. Nearly
40 years after Roe v. Wade, the pro-life
crowd hasn’t yet found a way to ban abortion outright, so they’ve done the next
best thing: putting
as many hurdles
as possible in front
of women seeking
abortions. On top of
that, conservatives
in Congress want
to cut public funding for Planned Parenthood—and getting rid of Planned
Parenthood would
vastly restrict many
women’s access to
reproductive care of all kinds, not just
abortion.
Planned Parenthood not only provides
women and families with access to birth
control and, if necessary, abortions, but
also to breast and cervical cancer screenings, HIV and STD testing, and other
important services. Furthermore, the
federal funding that Planned Parenthood
receives cannot, by law, be used to cover
the cost of abortions: they get that money
from elsewhere, meaning public money
has never been used to pay for an abortion.
One thing that people on both sides—

”

pro-life and pro-choice—can agree on is
that we want fewer abortions. And the
best way to accomplish that is to prevent
unwanted pregnancies by providing open
access to birth control and information.
Another thing that both sides ought to
agree on but apparently don’t, is that, if a
woman does make the decision to get an
abortion, she should not have to endanger her life by obtaining one in a back alley, risking injury and infection. Ensuring
that she has access to a safe, clean, affordable clinic is the best way to protect the
health of the mother.
But the move to de-fund Planned Parenthood is not the only attack being made
on women’s reproductive rights. States
all over the US have started implementing restrictions on
abortions like those
in South Dakota
and Texas, requiring waiting periods, counseling, or
sonograms before
an abortion can be
performed. Women
who make the decision to have an abortion do not take the
decision lightly, and
it is a difficult and
emotionally heavy decision to make. They
do not need to be harassed, lectured and
intimidated into changing their minds,
and traumatized and called murderers if
they don’t. Counseling should certainly
be readily available if a woman wants it,
as should information about the risks involved and alternatives to abortion—but it
should by no means be mandatory. Forcing women to receive counseling from
explicitly pro-life groups or to receive a
sonogram constitutes major government
interference into personal medical decisions, and that is the last place where I
want government to be.

[Abortion] is a difficult and emotionally
heavy decision to
make. One shouldn’t
be harassed.

Have opinions?
Send your rants and
observations to

thorn-opinions@rose-hulman.edu

Dr. Thomas Adams • faculty writer
Three weeks ago my wife and I attended the showing of Metropolis at
Hatfield Hall. I started feeling a bit ill
during the film, and by the time I retired
that evening my stomach was in knots.
During the night I got up several times
and vomited quite violently. Around
4:30 the next morning I got up again to
use the bathroom. I passed out cold and
fell unconscious to the bathroom floor.
Unable to walk I crawled into the hall
where I lay motionless and drenched
in sweat. My panic-stricken wife called
9-1-1. I passed in and out of consciousness until an ambulance arrived to take
me to the emergency room at Union
Hospital.
After
several
hours of tests the diagnosis came back
as a vasovagal reaction, a reaction of
the nervous system
that basically shuts
down the body in
response to some
traumatic event. In
my case the trauma was due to a combination of several
things happening at once: intense pain,
severe dehydration, and an acute drop in
blood pressure, most likely precipitated
by an intestinal parasite. Though I felt
terrible and would spend 33 of the next
48 hours sleeping, my wife and I were
both quite relieved that I didn’t have
anything life-threatening.
I was lucky—lucky not just because I
would eventually be OK, but also because
I have health insurance. Roughly 50 million people in the US do not. Even for
those who do, health insurance doesn’t
guarantee against financial disaster if one
falls ill. For example, I estimate my outof-pocket expense for my ambulance trip
and emergency room visit will be around
$1000. I personally can absorb this expense—I will just eat a little less sushi for
a while. I can’t imagine what I would do if
I were a cashier or an administrative assistant with children at home.
My health scare came almost a year
to the day after the passage of the con-

”

gressional health reform bill. Even with
the time that has passed, bitter rhetoric still rages against this law. I find the
debate irksome and shallow on many
grounds.
First of all, some people argue that no
real healthcare problem exists, that the
US has the “best healthcare system in
the world.” The World Health Organization (WHO) thinks otherwise, however,
ranking the US 37th behind countries like
Chile, Dominica, and Costa Rica. The US
also ranks 14th in preventable healthcarerelated deaths out of the world’s most industrialized countries. WHO does rank
the US first on one list, however, that
being the largest per capita spending on
healthcare. In short, we have the most
expensive system in the world, yet it fairs
just a little better than Cuba in terms of
quality. I call that a problem.
More troublesome to me, however, is
the argument that government has no
place in addressing these issues. We feel
it proper—indeed we take it for granted—that the government should be the
sole provider and manager of a military.
Government has almost complete purview in building and maintaining roads,
highways, and water and sewage systems. The founding
fathers even felt it
appropriate
that
the
government
provide a post office. Do we really
believe, then, that
our
government
(It is ours, is it
not?) has no role in
helping its citizens
secure treatment
for pancreatic cancer? If medical science had existed in anything other than
the most primitive of forms during the
Constitutional Convention, we would
currently have a two-hundred-year-old
National Hospital system.
Most telling in the current debate is
that the bill that finally passed the Senate
a year ago bears a striking resemblance
to the proposal introduced by 20 Republican senators in 1993 in response to the
healthcare proposal of the early Clinton
White House. That there are issues with
our healthcare system and that our government has some role in addressing them
didn’t used to be a partisan issue. Now it
seems that it is. Something has changed.
I don’t pretend to be an expert on all
that is wrong, nor do I pretend to have
the answers. I can tell you, however, that
when you are lying on the floor at 4:30 in
the morning wondering if each breath may
be your last you have very little interest
in debating healthcare. You only hope it’s
there.

We have the most expensive health care system in the world, yet [we]
fair just a little better than
Cuba.

Staff View: Et Tu, Roomy?

Concurring: 7
Dissenting: 0
Abstentions: 2

As we’re nearing the end of spring term, we all need
to make plans and decisions for the new school year.
What classes are we going to register for? What are
we going to do over the summer? And for those who
intend to live on campus—who will I group with?
Housing plans seem like a trivial subject, but they

nevertheless seem to be an effective way for us to
hurt one another. It happens far too often that a
group trying to get into Percopo Hall or the Apartments is suddenly out on a limb shortly before it’s
time to submit preferences. Sometimes it’s because
a few people are kicked in favor of others who are
now available and sometimes it’s because someone
wants to join a different group who now have a free
spot.
But the worst part of this bustle is that it could all
be easily avoided with a little transparency. Why is it
so hard to say that someone’s spot in the group isn’t
necessarily stable, or that there may be some favor-

ing towards another group if they’re ever open? And
why not just put it out there how volatile the group
could be?
It’s not a bad thing to know that you would much
rather live with someone you’ve met a few weeks ago
than with your best friend since grade school. And
it’s perfectly fine to act on the favoring in the interest
of not spending a year regretting your housing decision. But it’s not right to lull your future roommates
and suitemates into a false sense of security which
assuredly leads to unpreparedness when the time
comes by. Spring term is ending, have you asked if
everyone is prepared?

Sports
Engineers finish fifth
Engineer Scoreboard
in golf event

8 Apr 2011

7

Baseball
(14 - 8) (4 - 3 HCAC)

Kurtis Zimmerman • sports editor

For his efforts at the Rose-Hulman
Invitational and on the season, leadRose-Hulman’s men’s golf team fin- ing the Engineers with an average of
ished the Rose-Hulman Invitational 82.8 strokes per round, Parsons was
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Apr 2 — Richmond, Ind.
Earlham College
Rose-Hulman
Earlham College
Rose-Hulman

1
3
6
11

Apr 3 — Richmond, Ind.
Earlham College
Rose-Hulman

8
7

Apr 5 — Terre Haute, Ind.
Anderson University
Rose-Hulman
Apr 6 — Terre Haute, Ind.
DePauw University
Rose-Hulman

11
6
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1

Softball
(9 - 11) (3 - 3 HCAC)

Apr 2 — Terre Haute, Ind.
College of Mount St. Joseph
Rose-Hulman

5
3

College of Mount St. Joseph
Rose-Hulman

5
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Men’s Tennis
(6 - 5) (5 - 1 HCAC)

Apr 2 — Terre Haute, Ind.
Transylvania University
Rose-Hulman

5
4

Manchester College
Rose-Hulman

Apr 2 — Eureka, Ill.
Blackburn College
Rose-Hulman

0
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Women’s Tennis
(13 - 3) (8 - 0 HCAC)

Eureka College
Rose-Hulman

0
9
1
8

NCAA tournaments
draw to a close
Kurtis Zimmerman • sports editor
Earlier this week the college
basketball season officially came
to a close; the University of Connecticut Huskies overcame the
Butler Bulldogs to claim the men’s
championship, and the Texas
A&M Aggies beat out the Notre
Dame Fighting Irish to be named
champions in the
women’s tournament.
Both tournaments
were marked by upsets, as they are each
year, but this year
marked the first time
in NCAA tournament history that
no No. 1 and No. 2
teams advanced to
the Final Four in the
men’s tournament.
Connecticut (No. 3)
edged out the University of Kentucky (No.
4), while Butler (No.
8) outscored Virginia Commonwealth University (No. 11) to advance to their second consecutive
championship game.
VCU won a sequence of upsets
against Georgetown University,
Big Ten contender Purdue University, and No. 1 University of
Kansas to become just the third
11th seed to make the Final Four.
Butler edged out two-seed Florida
University to take on the under-

dogs in Houston, where they outscored the Rams 70 – 62.
In a poor offensive showing for
both teams, Connecticut beat out
Butler 53 – 41 to become NCAA
Division I champions for the third
time in school history, the first
time since 2004.
In the women’s bracket, another series of upsets brought
Texas A&M to the first
women’s basketball national championship in
school history. While
top-ranked powerhouses
Connecticut and Stanford advanced to the
Final Four after beating
out Duke University and
North Carolina, respectively,
second-ranked
Notre Dame overcame
University of Tennessee (No. 1). Texas A&M
beat out another top
seed, Baylor University,
espn.com to earn a trip to Indianapolis.
The two-seeds overcame their
top-ranked opponents to set the
stage for a championship game
between the Fighting Irish and the
Aggies. In a hard-fought battle of
experienced teams, Texas A&M
outplayed Notre Dame 76 – 70.
This year marks the first national
championship for the women’s
team and the first All-American in
Danielle Adams.

Flipside

Nom.

Sleeping positions at Rose

The Stealth

The All-Nighter

The Spring-Quarter-Senior

Top “10” Ten
Reasons it was 70 and sunny this
week
Matt Melton • Speed Lake sunbather
10. Your seasonal allergies just kicked in, so you’re huddled in your room with a respirator and a bottle of antihistamine. God bless you!
9. You just ran out of Monster and money, so you slept
through it all. [Ed. note: I have been there. It is a terrible,
terrible, caffeine-withdrawl-headache-filled place. I suggest staying far away.]
8. Profs decide to move test week to this week for a change
of pace.
7. Summer Flu magically appeared. Yay you. On the bright
side, you can just sit by the window when you get the chills.
6. You had problems with one of your day-long labs and
had to make it up – twice.
5. Your project group finally got ambitious and decided to
do something this week.

Issue 22
Wacky prof quotes
“Psychologically speaking, 5 is an angry
number. Someone try
writing a 5 that doesn’t
look angry.”
— Dr. Wollowski. It
all started when seven
ate nine... I’d be angry
too if someone ate my
best friend.
“The Bohr model is
almost seductive in
the way it makes you
feel...”
—Dr. Erwin. I just
get all tingly when I
think about atoms that
way...

The Super-Stealth

The What-Happened-Last-Night?

“I invited a girl to the
senior prom, she
declared herself my
girlfriend. I was like, ‘I
just needed a date for
a dance! What is this?’
I ended up going out
with her for six weeks
for no good reason.”
—Dr. Leader, on the
dangers of high-school
popularity. Aren’t
your glad you were
awkward now?

The Professional

“Apparently I shouldn’t
be commuting because
I get pulled over for
speeding, like I did
this morning. ”
— Dr. House. No, that
just means you have
to commute faster so
you can outrun the cop
cars.

Word of the day: Midterm
Midterms (Mid-terms), noun: A terrible condition that affects
Rose students mid-quarter. Symptoms include sleeplessness,
feelings of despair, and social withdrawal. There is no cure, but
symptoms are usually brief, although periodic outbreaks will
recur each academic term.

Rose Profs say crazy
things. E-mail them
to the Flipside at
thorn-flipside@
rose-hulman.edu

Rose Men of Genius
Celebrating the unsung heroes of Rose-Hulman

Noël Spurgeon • humor editor

Today, we salute you, Mr. Bacon Fanboy. Some men devote themselves to ideas, like truth,
justice, and freedom. Some devote themselves to religion. Others devote themselves to science. But you devote yourself to an ideal perched high on the pile of lesser convictions, shimmering in the sun of righteousness: meat. The sizzle of the fat as it hits the pan, the baconscented tendrils of steam wafting up from your prize: these sensations call to your instincts
and sate your soul. Calling you obsessed would probably be an understatement: your devotion
rivals the most fanatical of zealots, and your kitchen is a veritable shrine to the crispy, smoky
object of your desire. Bacon air-freshener? Check. Bacon salt? Check. You’ve been there, done
that, and have the t-shirt (six, actually). You style yourself the baron of bacon, the grand vizier
of grease, the overlord of all which is crispy, crunchy, and part of a pig. But alas, you rule your
kingdom alone, for you have yet to find a woman that shares your ardor for the artery-clogging. So here’s to you, oh poobah of the pork belly. May you find your queen… and may she
smell of bacon.

4. You have study for midterms so you only fail them half
as badly. [Ed. note: At Rose, you never succeed twice as
much... there are only degrees of failure. It’s almost Zen,
really.]
3. You have a job interview – in Fairbanks. Hope you like
snow... and outrunning polar bears!
2. Because the Career Fair is next week and it’ll wait until
you’re in a suit to rain. Also, did we mention that the suit is
dry-clean only?
1. The FE exam is this weekend and it’s ALWAYS lovely
outside at FE Exam time.

Stephen Mayhew • Existential crisis mode, go!

This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I put words. All unattributed content belongs to Noël Spurgeon, and any similarities to people living, dead, or imagined are entirely intentional. Who likes the nice weather? I like the nice weather. I like it so much that I wish I had time to go
outside and experience it. But alas, the screen glare makes it really hard to see MATLAB, and I’m pretty sure my laptop isn’t waterproof enough to break out the floating chair. Someone should probably get on that... it’s really hard to type through a Ziploc baggie. Just sayin’.

